* Queen Saw and Chang Hsien Cb'ung *
unknown kingdom, Hangchao and my friends seemed
very dear. I remembered promenades there with schol-
ars, of reciting by moonlight the poems of Tang. That
life of the mind, of the emotions, seemed gone for ever.
And then, the evening they brought me in as part of
the spoils, I saw the lamplight falling on your cheek.
I dared to think that you inclined slightly, as if inter-
ested. Certainly you turned your face towards me. In
that beat of time, the whole chamber was filled with its
loveliness/ He paused and then smiling said: "You
made me want to show off before the King. But when
you saw through me, I was delighted. And it made my
fortune/

cYour Burmese has improved wonderfully since
then/ she interrupted softly.

Trom that first meeting*, he continued, *I thought
less and less of Hangchao. After a time I would have
regarded it as exile to have been obliged to return there/

Listening to these words, she had hidden at first her
emotion, but now she cried: cYou have found Burma a
happy land, and that I never did until you came. But
listen to me/ she went on more evenly, 'and forgive me
if I sound egotistical, for I am not really so. A strange
chance made me queen of this country, for I was not
born in the purple. When I left my village on Popa's
flank, I thought the adventure would satisfy my nature.
But as a woman I found that was not so. By the time I
had made the discovery I was committed to the affair.
It had become, too, more weighty than I had thought.
I stand, indeed, between the country and confusion. A
woman, I am cast for a man's part/ She spoke with in-
creasing vehemence and emotion.
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